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undergrowth, with difficulty made out the form of a great
hedgehog which was hurrying along with nose to the ground
on the track of a mouse. Suddenly it felt the presence of
an enemy close to it, raised its head, and saw the man
staring at it. The cossack sighed with relief : " The devil!
IJow it frightened me ! " The hedgehog tucked in its head
and for a moment became a prickly ball, then slowly un-
rolled and crawled away, knocking against the sunflower
stalks. Again the silence descended.
In the village the second cock crowed. The sky cleared
of cloud, and the first stars peered down through the thin
veil of mist. Then the wind swept the mist away, and the
sky gazed down on the earth with innumerable golden eyes.
Just then the young cossack heard the distinct sound of
horse hoofs and a jingle of metal in front of him, then, a
moment later, the creaking of a saddle. The other cossacks
heard it also, and fingers were lightly set to rifle triggers.
Jhe silhouette of the rider emerged as though cut out against
the background of the sky. He was riding at a walking pace
in the direction of the village.
" Halt !  Who goes there ? "
The cossacks jumped up, ready to open fire. The horse-
man halted and raised his hands above his head.
" Don't fire, comrades ! " he cried.
" What's the password ? " the officer in charge of the
outpost shouted.
" Comrades. . . ."
" What's the password ?  Troop . . ."
" Stop !  I'm alone.  I surrender. . . ."
k     " Wait  a  bit,  brothers;    don't  fire !  We'll  take him
alive."
The - troop commander ran to the rider. The man swung
his leg over the saddle and dismounted.
" Who are you ? A Red ? Yes, brothers, there's the star
on his hat. You're finished. . . ."
" Conduct me to your commander," the horseman calmly
replied. " I have to take a communication of great import-
ance to him. I am Voronovsky, commander of the Serdobsky
jjegiment, and have come to negotiate with him/1
" An officer !  Kill him, brothers ! "
" Comrades ! Kill me by all means, but first let me^tell
your commander what I have come for. I repeat that it is